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Perquimans County Board of Education 
Special Session – June 13, 2016 

 
The Perquimans County Board of Education met in special session on Monday, June 13, 2016, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the administrative offices of Perquimans County Schools in Hertford, North 
Carolina.  Board members Susan Cox, Arlene Yates, Amy Spaugh, and Anne White were in 
attendance.  Ralph Hollowell and Steven Magaro were absent.  A quorum of the board was 
present. 
 
Board Chair Susan Cox called the meeting to order.  She thanked Principal Melissa Fields and 
everyone who had a part in the success of graduation.  Anne White led the audience in reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  Amy Spaugh opened the meeting with a word of prayer. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Upon motion by Anne White and seconded by Arlene Yates, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the agenda as presented, including the revised Personnel Summary Report and the 
addendum to the Student Transfer Report. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Upon motion by Anne White and seconded by Amy Spaugh, the Board voted to approve the 
minutes of the May 23, 2016 regular session as presented. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Upon motion by Arlene Yates and seconded by Anne White, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the Student Transfer Requests Report for June 13, 2016 as presented, including the 
addendum. 
 
After entertaining general questions regarding items on Personnel Summary Report, the 
following action was taken.  Upon motion by Amy Spaugh and seconded by Arlene Yates, the 
Board voted unanimously to approve the Personnel Summary Report for June 13, 2016 as 
revised.   
 
New Business 
 
Finance 
Finance Officer Candy Tilley presented the Financial Report for May 2016, noting that it was the 
time of year to move money in order to spend it in the wisest manner possible.  She explained 
the reason some items appeared to be underspent and others appeared to be overspent. 
 
Upon motion by Amy Spaugh and seconded by Arlene Yates, the Board voted unanimously to 
enter into an agreement with the North Carolina School Boards Trust for errors and 
omissions/general liability insurance as presented. 
 
Upon motion by Anne White and seconded by Amy Spaugh, the Board voted unanimously to 
enter into an agreement with Schwartz & Shaw, P.L.L.C. beginning July 1, 2016 and ending 
June 30, 2018, to continue serving as attorneys for the Perquimans County Board of Education 
at the present rates, with no increase, for the next two years.  
 
 
 



2 of 3 
 

Data Update – EOG and NCFE Test Results 
Director of Testing Betty Hartley presented information regarding the EOG and NCFE test 
results.  Testing has been completed at Hertford Grammar School and Perquimans County 
Middle School.  Summer testing is yet to take place.  Perquimans County High School has 
completed testing, but there are some scores that have not been received.  Preliminary school 
performance grades have been received, but growth has not been added at this time.  
According to current information, Hertford Grammar is at a “C” overall.  Perquimans County 
Middle School at a “D” overall and Perquimans County High School is at a “C” overall.  After 
summer testing, scores cannot go down as the higher of the student’s two scores will be used.  
Mrs. Hartley reviewed the percent proficient for each subject at each school for last year and 
this year.  During the presentation, Mrs. Hartley, principals and administrators answered 
questions posed by board members. When the final testing results are available, they will be 
sent to board members. 
 
Bus Drop-off Procedures 
Transportation Director Jeff Miller presented recommendations regarding school bus drop-off 
procedures.  Upon motion by Anne White and seconded by Amy Spaugh, the board voted 
unanimously to change the effective date of the revised bus stop drop-off procedures from July 
1, 2016 to August 1, 2016 and to allow bus stop drop-off of Pre-K through 2nd grade students to 
parents, guardians, approved emergency contacts and/or siblings of said students. 
 
EF Cultural Travel, Ltd. – London and Paris 
Principal Laura Moreland and Social Studies Teacher Bruce Gemmill presented information 
regarding a proposed trip to London and Paris for middle school students next school year 
during the summer.  Mr. Gemmill described how the nine-day trip would foster student 
achievement and where 21st century skills would be incorporated.  He also presented 
information about insurance and opportunities for fundraising to pay for the cost of the trip which 
is $3,600.00 per student.  Approximately 35 parents attended an interest meeting where they 
received information about the proposed trip.  Some of those parents have paid the $95.00 
down payment, contingent upon the board approving the trip.  It was noted that in the past, 
these trips have been led by private groups from the community.  This particular trip was 
requested by school administration, not by a private group.  Without board approval, the 
fundraisers cannot take place through the school. Board Chair Susan Cox shared Policy 3320 – 
School Trips, which states that school trips that require travel outside of the continental United 
States are prohibited.  Therefore, the Board could not take action on this request.  When asked 
about the possibility of revisiting this policy to be competitive with other counties using this 
company through the school, Mr. Cheeseman stated that the Policy Committee will be meeting 
tomorrow.  If this policy is revisited and changed, Mrs. Moreland and Mr. Gimmell would be 
invited back for the board to consider their request. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
District Retreat – August 2-3, 2016 
Principals, directors, and school personnel are scheduled to participate in a district retreat on 
August 2-3, 2016.  This is part of the Masonboro Group contract that the Board approved at the 
last meeting which will provide intentional professional development around specific agenda 
items.  Mr. Cheeseman stated this does not include the board retreat, but board members are 
invited to attend to get an understanding of work going on in the district.  Realizing that it might 
be challenging for some board members to leave work to attend the board retreat, an evening 
and a day or a Saturday will be considered when scheduling a future board retreat. 
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Mr. Cheeseman also congratulated Mrs. Fields and her team on a job well done for graduation. 
 
Board Chair’s Comments 
Ms. Cox echoed Mr. Cheeseman’s comments about graduation and noted that the 8th grade 
promotion also went very well.  Dr. White mentioned that the 5th grade promotion was amazing 
and the speaker was “right on time” with a message that the age group could remember. Board 
members also noted that Perquimans Central School has great end-of-the-year programs as 
well. 
  
Announcements 

• Regular Board of Education Meeting – Wednesday, June 29, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Central Office 

 
• Possible date for Oath of Office / Reorganization Meeting – Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at 

6:00 p.m. at Central Office 
 

• Regular Board of Education Meeting – Monday, July 25, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at Central 
Office 

 
Upon motion by Arlene Yates and seconded by Amy Spaugh, the Board voted unanimously to 
enter closed session pursuant to G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(6) to consider the qualifications, 
competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial 
employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or 
employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual 
public officer or employee. 
 
Upon motion by Arlene Yates and seconded by Amy Spaugh, the Board voted unanimously to 
return to open session. 
 
There was no action taken after returning to open session. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
      Susan B. Cox, Board Chair 
 
 
 
              
      Matthew F. Cheeseman, Superintendent 


