
Perquimans County Board of Education 
Regular Session – May 28, 2013 

 
The Perquimans County Board of Education met in regular session on Tuesday, May 28, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
auditorium at Perquimans County Middle School in Winfall.  Board members in attendance included Arlene Yates, 
Walter Leigh, Susan Cox, Ralph Hollowell and Steven Magaro.  Wallace Nelson was absent. 
 
Board Chair Arlene Yates called the meeting to order.  Walter Leigh led attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the American Flag.  Susan Cox opened the meeting with a word of prayer. 
 
Special Recognitions 
Superintendent Dr. Dwayne Stallings recognized the Perquimans County Middle School Trap Team as the 2013 
State Champions.  Members of the team included Austin Votava, Caleb Richardson, Trapper White, Thomas Story, 
Blake Jordan, Wayne Worley and Parker Robertson.  Team coaches included Brad Kime, Edward Forbes, Patrick 
Votava, Adam Richardson and Rosa Forbes.  As 8th grade students, the team set a new District I and State Record in 
winning the 2013 District Championship with a score of 970 out of a possible 1000 points. Most of the team members 
were members of the undefeated middle school baseball team at the same time they were competing on the trap 
team.  The Perquimans team was noted for their sportsmanship and manners displayed during the competition.  On 
behalf of the Board of Education, each team member and coach was presented with a personalized championship 
jacket. 
 
Dr. Stallings recognized the Perquimans County Middle School Baseball Team as the 2013 AAC Conference 
Champions.  Members of the team included Mitchell Brown, Tyler Clark, Blake Jordan, Devin Mathis, Darin Onley, 
Wes Phthisic, Caleb Richardson, Parker Robertson, Jaylin Prince, Tyler Rountree, Andrew Tyson, Austin Votava, 
Mason Votava, Cody Stokely and manager, Nick Buchanan.  Team coaches included Jim Bray, Aubrey Onley, and 
Adam Richardson. Coach Bray noted that this was the best team he had ever coached.  He mentioned that the team 
members were not only outstanding on the field, but very active in their church and community and academically 
successful in school.  On behalf of the Board of Education, each team member and coach was presented with a 
personalized championship t-shirt. 
 
Perquimans County High School Assistant Principal and Athletic Director Mickey Drew was recognized as a recipient 
of the Homer Thompson Memorial Eight Who Make a Difference Award for Exemplary Sportsmanship. Eight coaches 
who make a difference by virtue of their exemplary sportsmanship were honored by the North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association at the NCHSAA Annual Meeting on May 2, 2013.  The Region I winner was Mickey Drew who 
was recognized for his efforts as head baseball coach in Camden during the 2011-2012 school year.  Mr. Drew 
stated, ―Any coach who receives recognition, it’s because of his team.‖  He added, ―I had the privilege to coach a 
great group of guys last year from Camden County and I’m being recognized for that.  I hope that I have been an 
asset to Perquimans County Schools Athletics this year as I have tried to instill the importance of competition with 
good sportsmanship since my arrival.‖  On behalf of the Board of Education, Mr. Drew was presented with a 
personalized chair in honor of receiving this award. 
 
Perquimans County High School Math Educator Kim Tyson introduced the high school team that recently won first 
place in the roller coaster building contest at King’s Dominion.  The team, lead by Mrs. Tyson, consisted of Amber 
Winslow, Matthew Waters, Blake Dail and Karina Pruden.  Also recognized was Jill Cohen, a facilitator of the STEM 
program at Perquimans County High School. 
 
Perquimans County Middle School Science Educator Michele Swinney spoke on behalf of the middle school team 
who could not attend due to prior commitments.  According to Mrs. Swinney, of the 20+ middle school teams in the 
roller coaster building competition at King’s Dominion, Perquimans County Middle School students won first place. 
The team, lead by Mrs. Swinney, consisted of Jensen Hunter, Gabi Corprew, and Lexi Davenport.  Both teams were 
presented with a token of appreciation for their efforts in their respective competitions. 



Approval of Minutes 
Upon motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Susan Cox, the Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes 
from the April 22, 2013 work session (joint session with County Commissioners), the April 22, 2013 regular session, 
and the May 9, 2013 work session as presented. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Upon motion by Ralph Hollowell and seconded by Steven Magaro, the Board voted unanimously to approve the 
agenda including an addendum to the Consent Agenda (Personnel Summary Report). 
 
Consent Agenda 
Upon motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Susan Cox, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Student 
Transfer Requests Report for May 28, 2013 as presented.    
 
Upon motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Steven Magaro, the Board voted unanimously to discuss the 
Personnel Summary Report in closed session at the end of the agenda pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (6).    
 
Public Hearing / Requests from the Public 
Carlton Davenport and Pete Perry shared suggestions regarding possibilities for the property associated with the 
athletic complex.  They suggested combining athletics and student learning opportunities by making the project a 
―Green‖ project.  Examples of projects that are environmentally responsible and resource-efficient included rain 
gardens with water soaking plants to intercept run-off; driveways/sidewalks/parking lots constructed using pervious 
paving stones or rocks; captured rainwater to irrigate grassed areas, flush toilets and reduce water bills; vegetated 
roofs to reduce heat and produce a cooling effect; solar hot water panels or panels to generate electricity; and wind 
turbines to generate electrical energy. Mr. Davenport and Mr. Perry encouraged the Board to consider their 
suggestions and offered assistance in searching for funding for the project if consideration was made to their 
suggestions. 
 
Following the presentation, Superintendent Stallings asked board members if they would like to give approval for 
Jonathan Nixon to go back to the architectural firm to see how much it would cost to have them create a plan which 
would include ―green‖ ideas such as solar and wind turbines.  However, after much discussion, it was the consensus 
of the Board that it did not want to put additional dollars into more plans.  Discussion regarding possibilities through 
NCSU ensued.  Steve Magaro offered to provide a contact from NCSU to see if the engineering school could assist 
with the project without any additional costs.  Mr. Magaro will provide a contact name/number from NCSU to Mary 
Kay Peele for the Superintendent or Jonathan Nixon to contact to discuss this matter. 
 
Old Business 
None 
  
New Business 
Perquimans Central School Principal Melissa Fields and Hertford Grammar School Principal Linda White presented 
the elementary literacy plan for Kindergarten through Grade 5.  Likewise, Perquimans Middle School Principal 
Andrea Greene and Perquimans High School Principal Chanté Jordan presented the secondary literacy plan for 
Grades 6-12.  The district plan addressed the literacy focus for each school as well as strategies and initiatives that 
will be implemented or are already being used to improve students’ proficiency in reading.  This presentation was for 
information only.  No action was needed. 
 
Director Brenda Dail recognized all of the AIG Coordinators in attendance and thanked them for their work on the 
revisions to the AIG Plan.  Mrs. Dail reviewed all six of the standards contained in the Plan—Standard 1: Student 
Identification; Standard 2: Differentiated Curriculum and Instruction; Standard 3:  Personnel and Professional 
Development; Standard 4: Comprehensive Programming within a Total School Community; Standard 5:  
Partnerships; and Standard 6:  Program Accountability and highlighted the practices that will be used to support each 



of the standards.  Prior to the vote, Board Member Ralph Hollowell reiterated the expectation of all DEP plans being 
done prior to school starting so that issues such as those that occurred at PCMS this year don’t happen again.  Mrs. 
Dail informed Mr. Hollowell that AIG Coordinators will be working during the summer to ensure plans are completed 
in the summer, rather than in October, which has historically been the completion date for student plans.  Upon 
motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Ralph Hollowell, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Perquimans 
County Schools AIG Plan as presented. 
 
Upon motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Steven Magaro, the Board voted unanimously to accept the bid from 
Environmental Holdings Group, LLC in the amount of $13,200.00 for the Hertford Grammar School Abatement 
Project as presented.  Finance Officer Candy Tilley was on hand to discuss funding for the project. 
 
Upon motion by Susan Cox and seconded by Ralph Hollowell, the Board voted unanimously to approve Budget 
Amendment #9 to the State Public School Fund as presented by Finance Officer Candy Tilley. 
 
The monthly financial report for April 2013 was reviewed by board members.  No action was needed.  Dr. Stallings 
and board members expressed their appreciation to Mrs. Tilley for her work in providing financial reports to the Board 
each month. 
 
Upon motion by Susan Cox and seconded by Walter Leigh, the Board voted unanimously to approve Child Nutrition 
bids for August 1, 2013 - July 31, 2014 as presented by Child Nutrition Director Donna Harris.  Bids were approved 
as follows:  Food & Supplies – Sysco Food Service (renewal); Milk – Pet Dairy (renewal); and Water / Juice – Pepsi 
Bottling Ventures in the approximate amount of $16,260.00, depending on purchases.  Contracts may be renewed at 
the end of the contract period, up to four additional years, if mutually agreed upon by both parties of the contract.  
Board Member Walter Leigh asked if there would be an increase in costs of meals for students. Mrs. Harris stated 
there would not be an increase in meal costs, but possibly an increase in prices of à la carte items. 
 
Upon motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Ralph Hollowell, the Board voted unanimously to approve the request 
for an overnight field trip to Raleigh on June 18-20, 2013, for the State FFA Convention. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Stallings presented the list of bus drivers with perfect attendance for April 2013.  He noted that there were sixteen 
bus drivers with perfect attendance for the month of April and five with perfect attendance for the year to date.  
 
It was the consensus of the Board to schedule the following meeting dates for the Superintendent’s evaluation:  
Friday, June 14, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. to review artifacts for the second semester; and Monday, June 24, 2013 at 5:30 
p.m. to tally evaluation ratings.  According to policy, the Superintendent’s evaluation must be completed by June 30th. 
 
Dr. Stallings shared a letter that, upon consensus of the Board, would go home to all teacher assistants before 
school ended in the event a Reduction in Force was needed.  Steven Magaro asked if teacher assistants were aware 
of the budget and possible cuts. Mrs. Fields indicated she had already discussed the budget cuts and possible 
scenarios.  She further indicated she would have another face-to-face conversation with teacher assistants before 
the end of the year.  The topic had also been discussed at a recent teacher assistant meeting.  Mr. Margaro stated 
he was fine with the letter as long as it wasn’t received without any prior face-to-face communications. 
 
Dr. Stallings thanked Principal Greene and her staff for hosting the board meeting. 
 
Board Chair’s Comments 
None 
 
 
 



Announcement 
Regular Board of Education Meeting, Monday, June 24, 2013, 7:00 p.m., Board of Education Building 
 
Closed Session 
Upon motion by Walter Leigh and seconded by Steven Magaro, the Board voted unanimously to enter closed session 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (6) to discuss the Personnel Summary Report. 
 
Upon motion by Susan Cox and seconded by Steven Magaro, the Board voted unanimously to return to open 
session.  The following action was taken upon returning to open session. 
 
Upon motion by Susan Cox and seconded by Walter Leigh, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Personnel 
Summary Report and addendum for May 28, 2013 as presented. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
       _______________________________________ 
       Arlene Yates, Board Chairperson 
 
 
       _______________________________________ 
       Dwayne K. Stallings, Superintendent 


